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Professor Peter K. BOL

FEERER L
Honorary Fellow of HKUST

Professor Peter K. BOL, Charles H. Carswell Professor
of East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard
University, is a leading authority on the history of cultural
elites in China from the seventh century to the 17th century.

Part of the US’ baby boom generation, the prominent
historian and sinologist was one of four children raised in a
household that encouraged political awareness. As a child
who liked to ponder, his passion for history budded early
and its revolutionary nature has captivated him since. With
Civil Rights movement and the Vietnam War dominating
the international headlines, there was a scant understanding
of Chinese history and culture outside Asia when Prof Bol
came of age. Intrigued as to why so little was known about a
country that many call home, Prof Bol embarked on an
academic journey that continues to bear fruit today.

After graduating from high school in the US, Prof Bol
spent five years in Europe studying Chinese Language and
Literature at Leiden University in Holland. In the early
1970s, his thirst for knowledge took him to Taiwan where
he had the opportunity to study with a traditional scholar;
he spent almost four years immersing himself in the
Confucian Four Books and Five Classics. It was this
experience that led him from institutional and political
history to intellectual history. Prof Bol’s life as a student
culminated in his graduation with a PhD degree in Chinese
History from Princeton University in 1982.

In the mid-1980s, Prof Bol began his illustrious
academic career at Harvard University. It was there that he
“Digital
Humanities”, first through a collaboration with Fudan

became involved in what we now call the

University on the China Historical Geographic Information
System (CHGIS) project, with the lofty goal of building a
database of historical administrative units stretching across
from the unification of China in 221 BC to 1911 AD.
Providing a base GIS platform, the project enables
researchers to visualize as China’s

digital

maps
demarcations in its rich history.

In 2005, Harvard University recognized Prof Bol’s
pivotal role in driving geospatial analytical support for
teachers and researchers by naming him as founding
director of its fledgling Center for Geographic Analysis.
From 2013, he went on to serve a five-year term as the
University’s Vice Provost, overseeing the establishment of
the envelop pushing HarvardX, a strategic initiative that
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enables faculty to provide learners across the globe with an

impressive range of online learning experiences.
Collaborating with his Harvard University colleague
Professor William C. KIRBY, Prof Bol was also instrumental
in curating ChinaX, a set of 10 HarvardX courses on the

culture and history of China throughout the ages.

The China Biographical Database, a joint project of
and Peking
University, is yet another groundbreaking initiative through
which Prof Bol has helped facilitate digital information

Harvard University, Academia Sinica,

exchange between Asian and Western scholars and bridge
intellectual divides. The ever-expanding publicly accessible
resource offers data on the lives and careers of over 640,000
historical men and women as of this August.

Over the years, Prof Bol has authored numerous highly
regarded articles and books on topics pertinent to sinology
in not only English and Chinese, but also in Japanese and
“This Culture of Ours™
Intellectual Transitions in T'ang and Sung China, which

Korean. Notable titles include

takes readers on an odyssey of the Chinese elites’ collective
culture from the seventh century to the 12th century;
which
Neo-Confucian movement of the Song, Yuan, and Ming

Neo-Confucianism in  History, explores the
dynasties; and Localizing Learning: The Literati Enterprise in
Wuzhou, 1100-1600, the first chronicle of Song, Yuan, and
Ming dynasties’ intellectual history viewed through a local

lens.

As a venerated expert in his field, Prof Bol has forged
strong bonds with his academic peers at various
world-leading universities, including HKUST. For over a
decade he has collaborated on research projects in Chinese
history with colleagues at HKUST. In March 2017, Prof Bol
delivered a keynote speech on HarvardX at an International
Forum on Online Education and General Education,
co-organized by the School of Humanities and Social
Science of HKUST.

Outside of work, Prof Bol enjoys an unobtrusive life
with his wife in Lexington, Massachusetts where gardening
and cooking are among his favorite pastimes. A firm
believer that budding sinologists have a solid grasp of key
source texts, he currently spends his spare time researching
for his next book, a history of learning in China between the
eighth and 18th centuries.

To HKUST, Prof Bol brings advancement and sharing
of knowledge. The University is today delighted to salute
Prof Bol for his commitment to history and education,
enabling cross-cultural understanding between the East and
West.
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Mrs. Helen KAN

FEERER L
Honorary Fellow of HKUST

One of the most respected leaders in Hong Kong’s
banking industry, Mrs. Helen KAN is currently the
Executive Director and Deputy Chief Executive Officer of
China CITIC Bank International Limited. In a field where
female gender representation in leadership roles has yet to
be attained, Mrs. Kan has endeavored to move the needle
and has demonstrated that perseverance and trusted
reputation can smash the glass ceiling.

With 40 years of experience in the banking and finance
industry, Mrs. Kan has shaped the development of the
markets locally and globally at CITIC and Standard
Chartered Bank, where she worked in different leadership
roles, in a storied career that has spanned a plethora of areas,
from strategic transformation, new market entry, merger and
acquisition integration, global and multi-cultural
management to consumer banking and successfully
navigated various businesses through economic upturns
and downturns.

An innovator by nature, creativity has been at the
forefront of her career, spawning numerous firsts in the
industry. Mrs. Kan, who is a holder of a Master’s degree in
Law and a Bachelor’s degree (Hons) in Management and
Economics from the University of Hong Kong, pioneered
the insurance banking model in Hong Kong in 1997. At
both CITIC and Standard Chartered, she championed for
an agile and customer-centric work culture to create a
workplace that befits the modern times. She actively worked
with regulators for virtual banking account opening which
propelled breakthroughs in legislative changes, among a
whole raft of fintech transformation that have altered our
collective perception of banking.

Mrs. Kan’s career is also characterized by her care for
people. During the downturn of 2003 from the SARS
epidemic she helped businesses navigate the turmoil.

At CITIC, she exhibits an innate ability to be future
focused. She started private banking units from scratch in
Hong Kong and Singapore. She was also pivotal in the
bank’s establishment of its first fully environmental, social,
and governance (ESG) compliant branch with solar panels
and carbon neutrality tracking, and an app for staff to adopt
a lifestyle with less eco impact.

While having a high-flying career, Mrs. Kan hasn’t
wavered from her vision to empower young people and
women and to unleash their potential. Taking a page from
her captivating metamorphosis from a Form One student
who felt intimidated by public speaking and overcame her
shyness with the support of her English teacher, to a female
leader who is still at the top of her game, she is an exemplary
role model for the next generation. As the President of the
Hong Kong Women Professionals and Entrepreneurs
Association (HKWPEA), Mrs. Kan has been helping
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underprivileged teenagers build confidence through
leadership training programs and mentorship schemes for
more than a decade, at the same time steering the
Association towards the mission of “Embracing new
opportunities presented by the new economy with an
innovative and cross-generational mindset”.

Mrs. Kan promotes mentorship with pride. She is one
of the driving forces in empowering women across the city
by advocacy and service. This giving mindset has
established her name as a C-suite member who is passionate
about grooming talents in the banking industry.
Furthermore, Mrs. Kan is currently a HKSAR delegate of
the All-China Women’s Federation advocating for female
and youth development, while playing an active role as an
Executive Council member of Hong Kong Institute of
Bankers, to train and develop banking talent citywide.

A truly inspiring female leader as she continues to
evolve, Mrs. Kan’s warm disposition ignites passion in
young minds through the diverse roles at HKUST that she
has undertaken since 2017. She is currently a Court
Member, Member of the Institutional Advancement &
Outreach Committee and Strategic Board Member of the
CEMS program of the Business School. She is also among
the first group of mentors supporting HKUST’s Redbird
Staft Mentoring Program.

Prior to these capacities, Mrs. Kan actively contributed
to the University’s strategic development, which included
the delineation of HKUST’s latest Strategic Plan, during a
six-year tenure as Council Member. Between 2017 and
2023, she also served as a Member of the Finance
Committee, the Human Resources Committee, Vice
Chairman and subsequently Chairman of the Audit
Committee, helping to ensure the University’s financial
soundness and effective operations, while facilitating the
Standing Committee of Council’s professional decisions in
developing of both the Clear Water Bay campus and
HKUST(GZ). Between 2018 and 2022, Mrs. Kan also served
as a member of search committees for the President and
other senior management positions. With an innate
understanding that any institution could thrive with a sense
of belonging shared across the board, Mrs. Kan also became
a Member of the University Anthem Working Group,
giving birth to the first University Anthem that fosters a
collective identity and pride for HKUST’s broad spectrum
of stakeholders.

For Mrs. Kan, unfamiliarity, learning, and adaptability
are the areas where she thrives. VUCA (volatility,
uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity) is not just a
management acronym in her eyes — she believes that the
only constant is change hence the significance of embracing
new knowledge, life-long learning and leveraging passion
and grit to overcome all odds.

To HKUST, Mrs. Kan brings strength, wisdom, and
commitment. The University is proud to salute Mrs. Kan for
her invaluable contributions to the development of Hong
Kong’s financial services sector, to fostering educational
developments and female empowerment.
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Professor KO Ping-Keung

FEERER L
Honorary Fellow of HKUST

A distinguished academic in electrical engineering and
an accomplished venture capitalist in the semiconductor
industry, Professor KO Ping-Keung has made remarkable
contributions to our country’s technological landscape. A
guiding force for the next generation, he empowers budding
entrepreneurs and shapes the forefront of innovation.

From a curious child roaming uninhibitedly against the
Lion Rock backdrop associated with Hong Kong’s stoic
spirit, Prof Ko’s future success unfolded as a natural
extension of his childlike wonder. This enduring curiosity
carried him through his formative years, during which he
demonstrated a precocious aptitude for grasping the
mechanisms belying a variety of machines. His early
fascination with radios and gadgets blossomed into a
full-fledged passion for electrical engineering, carving a
path which was further solidified by a summer job at
Fairchild Semiconductor, where he encountered advanced
technologies that fueled his future endeavors.

After obtaining a bachelor’s degree in Physics with
special honors from the University of Hong Kong in 1974,
he pursued further studies at the University of California,
Berkeley, which was the leading global hub of scientific
then.  There, he  specialized in
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistor
(MOSFET) device modeling under the tutelage of
Dr. Richard S. Muller, and completed his master's degree
and PhD in Electrical Engineering in 1978 and 1982
respectively.

innovation

Prof Ko began his career in 1982 at Bell Labs, leading a
team specializing in high-speed MOS technologies for
communication circuits. The early 1980s saw his transition
to academia at UC Berkeley, where he continued his
research on MOSFET device physics. During his tenure
from 1984 to 1993, he served as Director of the Berkeley
Microfabrication Laboratory, and as Vice Chairman of the
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Department.

His work on the Berkeley Short-Channel IGFET Model
(BSIM) significantly advanced microchip technology.
Adopted universally as the industry standard in the
mid-1990s, the BSIM streamlined the interaction between
foundry companies and integrated circuit design houses,
enhancing efficiency across the semiconductor industry.
His pioneering contributions garnered him the prestigious
IEEE Solid-State Circuits Award in 2002.

Having built a distinguished academic reputation,
Prof Ko was invited back to Hong Kong by the University’s
founding president, Professor Chia-Wei WOO, to take on
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the role of Dean of Engineering at the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology (HKUST) in 1995. As
Dean, he revitalized the engineering curriculum and
recruited top-tier faculty members, advocating for a
pragmatic and innovative approach to higher education.
Prof Ko focused on efficient resource allocation for young
researchers, spawning the establishment of signature
facilities, including HKUST’s Automation Technology
Center. Under his leadership, the University nurtured
numerous semiconductor researchers annually, with Prof Ko
spearheading the creation of Hong Kong’s first
semiconductor fabrication line university-wide — a vital
step in grooming students to play a pivotal part in the
booming Chinese semiconductor industry.

As a Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Electronic and Computer Engineering at HKUST, Prof Ko
remains engaged with the University's latest academic
advancements and developments. His ongoing involvement
in HKUST’s entrepreneurship programs demonstrates his
unwavering commitment to supporting and inspiring
future innovators.

Having overseen HKUST’s School of Engineering’s
meteoric rise to international prominence, Prof Ko was
driven by a broader ambition - that of accelerating the
development of our country’s semiconductor industry. This
led to his shift in focus to venture capital. As an active angel
investor with stakes in over 20 companies, including DJI,
Prof Ko’s extensive portfolio also includes founding Silicon
Federation International (SFI) and Celestry.

His investment philosophy blends an intuitive
recognition of potential with a deep commitment to
fostering young innovators. By championing creativity and
collective growth, his guidance has dramatically boosted the
success rates of numerous emerging tech enterprises he
co-founded such as SFI, with a focus in investing in IC
fabless design companies in our country, and Googol
Technology, which specializes in intelligent manufacturing
core technologies in Asia and is a member of HKUST’s
Entrepreneurship Program that went public in August 2023.

Prof Ko’s commitment to developing talent extends to
education. As Chairman of the Hong Kong Research Grants
Council from January 1994 to July 1999 and a member of
the University Grants Committee from April 1993 to March
1998, he played a key role in enhancing the standards and
international standing of Hong Kong’s universities,
harnessing a competitive and innovative academic culture.

To HKUST, Prof Ko brings stewardship, creativity, and
inventiveness. The University is today delighted to salute
Prof Ko for his enduring efforts to propel forward Chinese
semiconductor chip design and integrated systems,
academia, and venture capital, enlivening the future
generation of trailblazers.
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Mr. Vincent NG Wing-Shun, SBS, JP

R ER L
Honorary Fellow of HKUST

The panoramic views of the harbourfront are among
the brightest gems of Hong Kong. Having grown up
alongside the waterfront on Hong Kong Island,
award-winning architect and urban designer Mr. Vincent
NG Wing-Shun’s awakening to the unparalleled charm of
our city’s meandering harbourfront came early, prompting
him to devote two decades to reimagining its space design,

which is now beloved by visitors across the globe.

Showcasing a flair for the arts since he was little, Mr. Ng
had a special fondness for drawing, and spent his teenage
years eagerly sketching and painting Hong Kong’s city and
natural landscapes. Equally outstanding academically, he
then channelled his affection for urban design and art to
architectural studies at the University of Hong Kong
(HKU), where he aspired to draw and design for the social
good.

In 1985, he graduated with distinction from HKU’s
Bachelor of Architecture, and embarked upon a career
marked by longevity as an architect that has now spanned
almost four decades. In 1994, he graduated from Master of
Urban Design at HKU, and catapulted to early fame when
he took home the Young Architect Award from The Hong
Kong Institute of Architects. His award-winning artwork
was a watercolor painting portraying an idyllic Lei Yue Mun
waterfront infused with open areas for art performance and
leisure activities. This initial taste of success earned him a
scholarship to pursue further research on harbour planning
in New York, San Francisco, and Chicago, laying the solid
groundwork for his subsequent contributions to Hong
Kong’s harbourfront development.

Mr. Ng’s tireless dedication towards conserving and
regenerating the waterfront springs from his fond
childhood memories of residing in Causeway Bay. A daily
ritual he relished was strolling with his grandmother
alongside the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter to purchase
fresh seafood, sparking his vision to create an open
waterfront space for the public. When the Hong Kong
Government established the Harbour-front Enhancement
Committee in 2004, he became one of the first members and
continued to serve after the Committee’s evolution into the
Harbourfront Commission in 2010. From 2018 to 2024, he
took the helm of the Harbourfront Commission as
Chairman, making significant contributions to streamlining
and connecting the waterfront which extends a total of 73
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kilometers on both sides of the Victoria Harbour. The years

of hard work eventually paid off with encouraging progress
clocked, including the successful creation of a continuous
promenade spanning nine kilometers, which stretches from
Kennedy Town to the East Coast Park Precinct on Hong
Kong Island.

In addition to harbourfront development, Mr. Ng’s
expertise also encompasses commercial and institutional
architecture, urban design and heritage revitalization. As
the Senior Director of AGC Design Limited, his portfolio
covers residential projects and offices, universities,
churches, and healthcare facilities. His prominent roles in
the development of the first edition of the Avenue of Stars
and the revitalization of Central Market have elevated these
two landmarks to become part of the collective memory of
Hong Kong. Preserving historic structures and the legacy of
the past is paramount to Mr. Ng, who has made an indelible
contribution to redefining Hong Kong’s aesthetic landscape

for future generations.

The beautiful union of natural elements and human
centric design is an inimitable style Mr. Ng’s work is revered
for. Be it the Jockey Club Home for Hospice in Sha Tin or
the China Congregational Church that evokes European
religious design, he succeeded in injecting cultural and
historical flavors to both architectural wonders.

Over the years, Mr. Ng has taken up various roles in
government bodies in Hong Kong, such as the Task Force
on Land Supply, and the Steering Committee on Review of
the Urban Renewal Strategy. He is also a former president of
The Hong Kong Institute of Architects, and served as a
member of the Board of Director of Ocean Park
Corporation from 2016 to 2022. In recognition of his
unwavering contributions in the public arena, Mr. Ng was
appointed a Justice of the Peace by the HKSAR Government
in 2014, and was awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star in 2022.
He was also named in the Ten Outstanding Designers
Awards held by the Hong Kong Communication Art
Centre in 2013.

To HKUST, he brings the spirit of persistence,
surmounting obstacles and empowering communities. The
University is today delighted to salute Mr. Ng for his
dedication to architecture, urban planning, and civic life
that has positively impacted lives in Hong Kong and
beyond.
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Dr. Samuel YUNG Wing-Ki, GBS, MH, JP

FEERER L
Honorary Fellow of HKUST

For more than four decades, Dr. Samuel YUNG
Wing-Ki has been a pioneering leader in Hong Kong’s
insurance industry. He has led the sector to achieve
numerous milestones, from elevating practitioners’
professionalism to putting the city prominently on the global
map. Born and raised in Hong Kong, Dr. Yung remains
steadfastly confident in the city’s economic strengths and
talent pool, recognising their significant contributions to
the Motherland. He continues to uphold his commitment
and values by serving in multiple public roles.

Dr. Yung’s impressive career in the insurance sector
commenced in 1982 when he joined the globally renowned
ATA. Shortly afterwards, he made an imprint on the group
as the top performer in the district to which he belonged.
Dr. Yung continued to flourish, consistently achieving
record-breaking performance metrics. In 1990, he rose to
the position of district director, leading a team of around
100 financial planners. He continued to soar through the
ranks, ultimately reaching the apex as Executive District
Director and Honorable Advisor, the highest rank among
agency management roles. Throughout the years, he
continued to impress all with top-notch industry honors
from far and wide. Aiming to inspire Chinese readers
around the globe with his success stories, he published
From Zero to Wow in 1998, the first insurance-themed book
released worldwide as written by a Hong Kong author.

Over the years, Dr. Yung has found spiritual rapport
with the mantra of “Everything is possible, nothing is
impossible” from one of his favorite titles, Move Ahead with
Possibility Thinking by the Rev. Robert Harold Schuller.
Inspired by positive thinking as advocated in the
televangelist’s book, he has earned industry-wide respect for
his decades-long commitment to driving the robust
development of Hong Kong’s insurance sector — through
industry regulation, the launch of the Voluntary Health
Insurance Scheme, and certification of insurance
intermediaries’ academic qualifications, to name a few. Last
year, he was bestowed with highly prestigious accolades,
including the “Lifetime Achievement Award - Life
Insurance” by The Hong Kong Federation of Insurers, and
the “Worldwide Chinese Life Insurance Lifetime
Achievement Award” by 2023 IDA Annual Conference
Global Summit.

Dr. Yung has never ceased to forge new paths for the
insurance industry with his astute leadership. The year of
1995 saw him become the first industry representative from
Hong Kong to be invited by GAMA Global to deliver a
speech in the United States. Since that momentous occasion,
he has been awarded the Master Agency Award by GAMA
Global every year, making history as the only awardee in the
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world to have received the accolade for 30 consecutive years.
He is also the first Hong Kong recipient of the Loren

Dunton Memorial Award from the International
Association of Registered Financial Consultants.

Throughout his trailblazing global journey, Dr. Yung’s
heart has remained deeply connected to the Motherland. He
is determined to bridge the Hong Kong insurance sector
with its counterpart in Mainland China to foster mutual
growth and support. His significant contributions to the
insurance industry in the Motherland have empowered him
to become Hong Kong'’s first winner of several top industry
honors in Mainland China, including The China Insurance
Person of the Year in 2012, and China Millions Forum
(CMF) International Insurance Culture Lifetime
Achievement Award six years later. In 2024, he was listed on
the first ever CMF Insurance Hall of Fame. Devoted to
contributing to China’s economic and social development,
he has served as a Member of the National Committee of
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) since 2008, and as a Vice-Chairman of the
Committee on Economic Affairs of the National
Committee of CPPCC since 2018.

Dr. Yung believes knowledge begets success. In 2006, he
obtained an Executive Master of Business Administration
(EMBA) from The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST), through which he cultivated a close
bond with the University. Between 2018 and 2023, he has
served as President of the HKUST EMBA Alumni Liaison
Committee, and is currently a Court Member of the
University. Besides being a Member of the Council, he had
also assumed different roles in various committees under
the Council, including Vice-Chairman then subsequently
Chairman of the Institutional Advancement and Outreach
Committee, as well as a Member of the Standing
Committee, the Honorary Awards Committee, and the
Committee on HKUST(GZ).

Named one of the Hong Kong Ten Outstanding Young
Persons three decades ago, Dr. Yung considers talent
development a crucial element for Hong Kong to thrive. As
Chairman of the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority, he upholds high standards for the city’s Public
Exam (HKDSE) to earn it global recognition. Under his
leadership, he facilitated smooth conduct of the HKDSE
during the epidemic, and the examination was held for the
first time in our country’s thriving Greater Bay Area this
year. His positive impact on the insurance and education
sectors is highly acclaimed by the HKSAR Government,
which presented to him the great honor of a Gold Bauhinia
Star this year.

To HKUST, Dr. Yung brings leadership, vision, and
generosity of spirit. The University is today delighted to
salute Dr. Yung for his commitment to the insurance sector,
public service, and the betterment of Hong Kong.
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