8

Doctor of Engineering honoris causa

Professor Pradeep K. KHOSLA

Citation

Professor Pradeep K. KHOSLA is a pioneering
engineer, distinguished educator, and visionary
leader whose career is marked by groundbreaking
research, transformative academic leadership, and
a steadfast commitment to societal advancement.
As the Chancellor of the University of California
(UC) San Diego, Prof. Khosla has elevated the
institution to rank among the world’s top 20
research universities, fostering innovation and
interdisciplinary collaboration to address the most
pressing global challenges.

Born in India, Prof. Khosla’s academic journey
began with a bachelor’s degree in technology from
the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, after
which he pursued graduate studies in electrical
and computer engineering at Carnegie Mellon
University (CMU), earning his Master of Science
and PhD in 1984 and 1986, respectively.

CMU was the cradle of Prof. Khosla’s distinguished
academic career, counting key roles such as
Founding Director of the CMU CyLab, Head
of the Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, and Dean of the College of
Engineering. His contributions to robotics,
modular and reconfigurable robotic systems,
and secure embedded systems have shaped the
fields of engineering, artificial intelligence (AI),
and cybersecurity. These are all fields of strategic
importance and intensive development at HKUST,
highlighting a shared commitment to advancing
the frontiers of technology.
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Prof. Khosla’s leadership philosophy is rooted
in interdisciplinary collaboration and problem-
solving. He has demonstrated keen ability
to anticipate future technological needs, as
evidenced by his early work on modular robotic
systems and secure embedded software, which
laid the foundation for advancements in Al and
autonomous systems. By consistently prioritizing
educational access and institutional growth,
he has markedly expanded student access to
transformative learning experiences.

At the helm of UC San Diego for more than
13 years, Prof. Khosla is hailed as a visionary
leader who has shepherded the University to
unprecedented heights. He initiated the first-ever
Strategic Plan to define the university’s vision and
goals, emphasizing innovation, collaboration, and
societal impact. He spearheaded the US$2 billion
Campaign for UC San Diego, surpassing its original
fundraising goal by amassing US$3.05 billion, and
oversaw US$12 billion in capital improvements
to expand research facilities, classrooms, and
student housing. These accomplishments testify to
his foresight that has led academic institutions to
the forefront of the global research and education
arenas.

Prof. Khosla ardently advocates for dismantling
traditional academic silos to address complex
societal problems. He envisions a future where
Al not only enriches academic research but also
serves as a tool for solving real-world challenges in
areas from sustainability to health care. This vision



aligns with the ongoing efforts of The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology (HKUST) to
leverage Al for improving human wellbeing.

Prof. Khosla’s global perspective is informed by
his extensive experience with interdisciplinary
teams and government agencies. This includes
his tenure at the US government’s Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency between
1994 and 1996, where he advanced robotics for
defense applications and initiated programs to
address pressing national security needs. His
vast experience across higher education sector
and government has empowered him to bridge
academia, industry, and government, fostering
transformative cross-sectoral collaboration. This
ability to navigate and connect different sectors is
a quality that HKUST highly values as it seeks to
strengthen its global partnership and impact.

Prof. Khosla’s distinct leadership and academic
achievements have earned him widespread
recognition. He is a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National
Academy of Engineering, and the Indian National
Academy of Engineering, among others. He is
also a Fellow at numerous prestigious institutions,
including the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE), the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME), the American
Association for Advancement of Science, and the
American Association of Artificial Intelligence. His
accolades include the IEEE W. Wallace McDowell
Award, the Light of India Award, and ASME’s
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Prof. Khosla’s legacy shall not simply be limited to
these honors, but the enduring impact of his work
on individuals, institutions, and the broader fields
of engineering and education. His vision aligns
with HKUST’s mission to foster interdisciplinary
education and address complex global challenges
through technological innovation. At the Global
University Presidents and Leaders Summit in 2024,
Prof. Khosla participated in a session led by HKUST
President Prof. Nancy IP, where the two eminent
scholars acknowledged the importance of the
globalization of knowledge for the advancement of
humanity. This dialogue between our institutions
highlighted the powerful synergies that can be
forged when like-minded universities collaborate.

Prof. Khosla’s experience in leading top-tier
research university UC San Diego, coupled with his
expertise in building interdisciplinary programs,
makes him an invaluable partner in HKUST’s
pursuit of excellence. His leadership, foresight, and
commitment to harnessing technology for societal
good are exceptional qualities highly admired by
educators. As HKUST advances its ambition in
medical innovation, Prof. Khosla’s insights and
expertise will undoubtedly prove instrumental to
the University's growth.

Pro-Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of The
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
[ have the high honor of presenting to you, Prof.
Pradeep K. Khosla, Chancellor of the University of
California San Diego, for the award of Doctor of
Engineering honoris causa.
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